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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ADP-00 EB-11 AID-20 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 

PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 NEA-10 GAC-01 

MBFR-03 SAJ-01 RSR-01 /150 W 

008363 

R 08 1 809 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9904 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 12606 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORFRT 

SUBJECT: MALTESE PRIME MINISTER' S VISIT TO FRANCE 

1. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR SOUTHERN EUROPE 
GELADE TOLD EMBOFF MAY 8 THAT MITOFF' S VISIT TO PARIS 
MAY 3-4 HAD SERVED TO RESTORE GOOD FRANCE/ MALTESE 
RELATIONS. RELATIONS HAD BEEN STRAINED IN PREVIOUS 
YEAR FIRST BECAUSE MINTOFF HAD TRIED VAINLY TO ARRANGE 
INSTANT OFFICIAL VISIT TO FRANCE IN MIDST OF HIS 

NATO BASE NEGOTIATIONS AND SECOND BECAUSE HE BLAMED 
GOF FOR DELAYS IN REVISION OF MALTESE ACCORD 
WITH EC. 

2. IN MARCH 72 WHEN MINTOFF HAD ASKED VISITING 
FRENCH SECSTATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS LIPKOWSKI TO 
ARRANGE EARLY MEETING WITH POMPIDOU, HIS PRIMARY 
INTEREST HAD BEEN MEDITERRANEAN AFFAIRS, INCLUDING 
RIPARIAN STATES CONFERENCE, ACCORDING TO GELADE WHO 
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ADDED THAT, TO HIS KNOWLEDGE THIS SUBJECT WAS NOT 
EVEN MENTIONED BY MINTOFF IN PARIS. LATTER' S PRIMARY 
INTEREST DURING PARIS VISIT HAD BEEN IN GETTING EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE REVISION OF EC ACCORD FOR WHICH HE APPARENTLY 
CONSIDERED GOF WAS KEY. FONMIN JOBERT HAD PATIENTLY 
EXPLAINED THAT EC WORKING ON GLOBAL APPROACH TO 
ITS MEDITERRANEAN RELATIONS, OF WHICH MALTA ONLY 
ONE PART AND WHICH UNFORTUNATELY BUT UNDERSTANDABLY 
TIME CONSUMING. MINTOFF APPARENTLY UNDERSTOOD BUT STILL 
PLEADED FOR SPECIAL TREATMENT OF MALTA IN VIEW ITS PRESSING 
UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEMS. HE SAID MALTA ALSO SPECIAL CASE SINCE, 
WHILE PRESERVING TIES WITH AFRICAN NEIGHBORS, IT DESIRES TO 
BE EUROPEAN. 

3. MINTOFF VAINLY URGED THAT FRENCH ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE BE IN SOFT LOANS. GOF' S ONLY CONCESSION 
WAS TO GRANT GOM ANOTHER 5000 TONS OF WHEAT. IN AID 
CONTEXT MINTOFF ALSO MADE NEW PROPOSAL FOR JOINT 
PLANNING WITH ITALY, LIBYA AND FRANCE FOR SHIPYARD. 

OTHERWISE HE FOLLOWED UP ON PREVIOUS GOVERNMENTAL 
AND PRIVATE FRENCH COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. 

4. GELADE COMMENTED THAT MINTOFF AGAIN GAVE 

HIM APPEARANCE OF LEVEL HEADED SERIOUSNESS, ALTHOUGH 
IN HIS IMPATIENCE MINTOFF USES UNCONVENTIONAL 
SHOCK TACTICS. TEAM OF MINTOFF, ATTARD KENGSWELL, 

CAMILLERI, AND MIZZI WORK WELL TOGETHER AND THOROUGHLY 
PREPARE THEIR CASES GELADE COMMENTED. GELADE DENIED 
KNOWLEDGE CONTENTS MINTOFF S PRIVATE MEETINGS WITH 
FRENCH PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER. HE UNDERSTOOD 
THEY HAD DISCUSSED MIDDLE EAST, WITH MINTOFF URGING 
GOF USE ITS INFLUENCE IN SEEKING PEACEFUL SOLUTION. 

MINTOFF SHOWED HIMSELF GREATLY WORRIED ABOUT M. E. 

SITUATION AND ALSO ABOUT DANGER THAT HIS FRIEND 
QADAFI MIGHT LAUNCH SOME INTEMPERATE ACTION IF THERE 
IS NO FURTHER MOVEMENT TOWARD ARAB ISRAELI SOLUTION. 

IRWIN 
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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ADP-00 EB-11 AID-20 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 

PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 NEA-10 GAC-01 

MBFR-03 SAJ-01 RSR-01 /150 W 

008363 

R 08 1 809 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9904 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 12606 

E. O. 11652: CDS 
TAGS: PFORFRT 

SUBJECT: MALTESE PRIME MINISTER' S VISIT TO FRANCE 

1. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR SOUTHERN EUROPE 
GELADE TOLD EMBOFF MAY 8 THAT MITOFF' S VISIT TO PARIS 
MAY 3-4 HAD SERVED TO RESTORE GOOD FRANCE/ MALTESE 
RELATIONS. RELATIONS HAD BEEN STRAINED IN PREVIOUS 
YEAR FIRST BECAUSE MINTOFF HAD TRIED VAINLY TO ARRANGE 
INSTANT OFFICIAL VISIT TO FRANCE IN MIDST OF HIS 

NATO BASE NEGOTIATIONS AND SECOND BECAUSE HE BLAMED 
GOF FOR DELAYS IN REVISION OF MALTESE ACCORD 
WITH EC. 

2. IN MARCH 72 WHEN MINTOFF HAD ASKED VISITING 
FRENCH SECSTATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS LIPKOWSKI TO 
ARRANGE EARLY MEETING WITH POMPIDOU, HIS PRIMARY 
INTEREST HAD BEEN MEDITERRANEAN AFFAIRS, INCLUDING 
RIPARIAN STATES CONFERENCE, ACCORDING TO GELADE WHO 
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EVEN MENTIONED BY MINTOFF IN PARIS. LATTER' S PRIMARY 
INTEREST DURING PARIS VISIT HAD BEEN IN GETTING EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE REVISION OF EC ACCORD FOR WHICH HE APPARENTLY 
CONSIDERED GOF WAS KEY. FONMIN JOBERT HAD PATIENTLY 
EXPLAINED THAT EC WORKING ON GLOBAL APPROACH TO 
ITS MEDITERRANEAN RELATIONS, OF WHICH MALTA ONLY 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



ONE PART AND WHICH UNFORTUNATELY BUT UNDERSTANDABLY 
TIME CONSUMING. MINTOFF APPARENTLY UNDERSTOOD BUT STILL 
PLEADED FOR SPECIAL TREATMENT OF MALTA IN VIEW ITS PRESSING 
UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEMS. HE SAID MALTA ALSO SPECIAL CASE SINCE, 
WHILE PRESERVING TIES WITH AFRICAN NEIGHBORS. IT DESIRES TO 
BE EUROPEAN. 

3. MINTOFF VAINLY URGED THAT FRENCH ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE BE IN SOFT LOANS. GOF' S ONLY CONCESSION 
WAS TO GRANT GOM ANOTHER 5000 TONS OF WHEAT. IN AID 
CONTEXT MINTOFF ALSO MADE NEW PROPOSAL FOR JOINT 
PLANNING WITH ITALY, LIBYA AND FRANCE FOR SHIPYARD. 

OTHERWISE HE FOLLOWED UP ON PREVIOUS GOVERNMENTAL 
AND PRIVATE FRENCH COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. 

4. GF.LADF. COMMENTED THAT MINTOFF AGAIN GAVE 

HIM APPEARANCE OF LEVEL HEADED SERIOUSNESS, ALTHOUGH 
IN HIS IMPATIENCE MINTOFF USES UNCONVENTIONAL 
SHOCK TACTICS. TEAM OF MINTOFF, ATTARD KENGSWELL, 

CAMILLERI, AND MIZZI WORK WELL TOGETHER AND THOROUGHLY 
PREPARE THEIR CASES GELADE COMMENTED. GELADE DENIED 
KNOWLEDGE CONTENTS MINTOFF S PRIVATE MEETINGS WITH 
FRENCH PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER. HE UNDERSTOOD 
THEY HAD DISCUSSED MIDDLE EAST, WITH MINTOFF URGING 
GOF USE ITS INFLUENCE IN SEEKING PEACEFUL SOLUTION. 

MINTOFF SHOWED HIMSELF GREATLY WORRIED ABOUT M. E. 

SITUATION AND ALSO ABOUT DANGER THAT HIS FRIEND 
QADAFI MIGHT LAUNCH SOME INTEMPERATE ACTION IF THERE 
IS NO FURTHER MOVEMENT TOWARD ARAB ISRAELI SOLUTION. 

IRWIN 
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